
 

       

             
 

 

 
 

Student News and Opportunities – March 2015 
 

Events 

1. Annual Disability Lecture –Laughter as a Catalyst for Change 

 

Recruiting/Opportunities 

2. Dyspraxia study – Participants needed 

3. Epilepsy Action bursaries 

4. Opportunity to be involved in Photo Campaign 

5. Disability Sports Programme 

6. Seable: Accessible Holidays 

7. Signers in Cambridge 

8. Useful contacts 

9. Developmental Dyslexia – Participants needed 

10. Blind in Business  

11. Cambridge City Centre Access Study 

12. ADHD Research – Participants needed 

General Information 

13. Applying for Disabled Students’ Allowance  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 
1. Annual Disability Lecture – Jess Thom: Laughter as a Catalyst for 
Change 

Jess Thom: Laughter is a Catalyst for Change  
Thursday 19 March, 6pm 
12th Annual Disability Lecture 
Palmerston Room, St John’s College 

 
Writer, artist and part-time super-hero Jess Thom is ‘changing the world one tic 
at a time’. She will talk about the often misunderstood neurological condition 
Tourette’s, which causes her to say ‘biscuit’ up to 16,000 times a day. 
Performing and writing are transforming her experience of Tourette’s, as well 
as challenging the perceptions of audiences. She will discuss the power of 
humour and art to create change, her experience at University and the 
importance of the Access to Work and Disabled Students’ Allowances 
schemes.  
 
The event is wheelchair accessible and will be BSL signed. 
 
Places can be booked online here - http://csf2015jessthom.eventbrite.co.uk  

Jess Thom on You Tube: http://youtu.be/_jmTlQld2Z8  

2. Dyspraxia study – Participants needed 

Circulated on behalf of Dan Brady: 

I'm a PhD student in the Psychology Department at Goldsmiths, University of 
London and I am trying to recruit adults with Dyspraxia (or Developmental 
Coordination Disorder) as part of my PhD work. If you have a diagnosis or 
have experienced motor co-ordination problems (such as riding a bike or 
throwing a ball) and would like to participate in a study using state of the art 
technology such as a motion capture or wii board then get in touch! My email 
address is dan.brady@gold.ac.uk  
 
3. Epilepsy Action bursaries 

Circulated on behalf of Epilepsy Action: 

Epilepsy Action is offering up to three bursaries of £3,000. They are for UK-
based postgraduate students wishing to undertake non-laboratory based 
epilepsy research into clinical, healthcare, medical, educational, social or 
psychological aspects of epilepsy.  

 

http://csf2015jessthom.eventbrite.co.uk/
http://youtu.be/_jmTlQld2Z8
mailto:dan.brady@gold.ac.uk


 

 

 

We are also offering four bursaries of up to £250, to support UK-based 
postgraduate researchers to present their work at UK and international 
conferences. 

The deadline for applications is 1pm Monday 30 March 2015. 

More information about the bursaries, and how to apply, is available on the on 
the Postgraduate Bursary webpage and the Travel Bursary webpage.  

4. Opportunity to take part in Photo Campaign  

Circulated on behalf of Emma Maitland: 
 
I am writing as a member of Cambridge University ‘Student Life’ society – a 
society dedicated to promoting the social and spiritual well-being of the 
university. This Lent term, we are running a photo campaign called ‘Cambridge 
Women Speak Out’. It will involve taking photographs of Cambridge students 
with their messages to other women on International Women’s Day, written 
creatively on their bodies. The aim is to create a striking visual that will attract 
people’s attention and allow Cambridge women to make a united and powerful 
statement. Last year, the campaign was done in Oxford, where it went viral, 
attracting 20,000 hits on its Facebook page. Therefore, there is a real 
opportunity to make a wide-spread impact. The pictures will be posted on 
social media and eventually be shown in a public exhibition on 8th March. 
There will also be opportunities to be involved in further campaigns and 
initiatives for the participants. Here are some of the photos from the ‘Oxford 
Women Speak Out’ campaign last March. 
 

If you would like to be photographed or know anyone who might be, please get 
in touch with me on: ejmaitland@hotmail.com. It is a great opportunity to get 
creative in thinking about what your message would be to women. 

5. Disability Sports Programme 

Visit the University of Cambridge Sport’s website to find out about Disability 
Multi Sports sessions. 

 

 

 

 

http://technology-trust-news.org/72O-34URW-PVH48-1FWMAE-1/c.aspx
http://technology-trust-news.org/72O-34URW-PVH48-1FWMAF-1/c.aspx
mailto:ejmaitland@hotmail.com
http://www.sport.cam.ac.uk/news/disability-multi-sports-sessions-start-january-25th.html


 

 

6. Seable: Accessible Holidays 

Sent on behalf of Seable Holidays: 

Our main aim and goal is to enable visually and physically impaired people 
enjoy a more enriching holiday experience either independently or with friends 
and family members. This enriching experience is delivered through a wide 
range of activities. Please see this YouTube clip of testimonials from people 
who have been on these holidays. Visit the Seable website for further 
information.  

7. Signers in Cambridge     

Circulated on behalf of Rowena Bermingham: 
 
I am currently studying for my Level 3 in British Sign Language. Unfortunately I 
have found it very difficult to meet young signers socially and I would love to 
meet with other Cambridge students who know BSL and go for coffee to sign 
together. Please email me if you are a signer and would be interested in 
meeting up, my email address is rb617@cam.ac.uk 

8. Useful Contacts 

We thought it might be useful to let you know of some contacts details which 
we have been sent recently. Click on each service name to visit the service 
webpage to find out more. 

Disabled Students Helpline 

Equality Advisory and Support Service (EASS) 

Self-directed Support Help Line 

See more useful contacts on the DRC’s Other Support Services webpage. 

Disability Rights UK is establishing a forum of young people with a disability or 
long term health condition to get involved in their campaign work. For more 
information go to the Disability Rights UK webage or email 
philip.connolly@disabilityrightsuk.org or phone: 0207 7250 8193. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SIAzVNIvMHk&list=PL9ou0r7ONQ36mTZCz3BfXusOPMIV19S1t&index=5
http://www.seable.co.uk/
mailto:rb617@cam.ac.uk
http://www.disabilityrightsuk.org/how-we-can-help/helplines/disabled-students-helpline
http://www.disabilityrightsuk.org/how-we-can-help/helplines/equality-advisory-support-service
http://www.disabilityrightsuk.org/how-we-can-help/helplines/independent-living-advice-line
http://www.disability.admin.cam.ac.uk/advice-and-support-disabled-students/other-support
http://www.disabilityrightsuk.org/news/2013/november/young-disabled-and-long-term-health-conditions-people
mailto:philip.connolly@disabilityrightsuk.org


 

 

9. Developmental Dyslexia – Participants needed 

Circulated on behalf of Curtis Sharma: 

I am an MPhil student in the Department of Theoretical and Applied Linguistics 
and would very much appreciate your help. I am researching developmental 
dyslexia and need volunteers for a study which will take between 30-45 
minutes to complete. The study will include standard dyslexia tests such as 
picture naming and phoneme manipulation. 

I require both monolingual and bilingual developmental dyslexics. Monolingual 
dyslexics should be native English speakers of any nationality, and bilingual 
dyslexics should have been bilingual or multilingual (from an early age) in 
English and any another European/Scandinavian language. 

For bilinguals, English does not have to be your native or dominant language, 
but you must be very fluent in it. In return for your time, I will pay you £8 and 
you will get a Kit Kat bar. Please contact me at cjms2@cam.ac.uk with your 
name and email address if you are able to assist me. 

10. Blind in Business  

Circulated on behalf of Blind in Business: 

Blind in Business has contacts in numerous businesses across the UK, some 
of which include the BBC, Barclays Capital, the Bank of England, the NHS, 
Allen and Overy and the Civil Service. 
 
We offer a full careers service, from advice on CVs, application forms and 
assessment centres to interview practise with HR professionals. 
 
A full list of all our services can be found on our website.  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

mailto:cjms2@cam.ac.uk
http://www.blindinbusiness.co.uk/


 

 

11. Cambridge City Centre Access Study 

The aim of the study is to look at the accessibility of the city centre and Grafton 
Centre areas from a pedestrian perspective, and in particular for disabled 
users.  The main issues are outlined below, if you have any responses to these 
please email Andy Thompson (andy.thompson@beaconplanning.co.uk) with 
your thoughts. The survey will be coming to an end soon but Andy is keen to 
know your thoughts, so please send in any feedback as soon as possible. 

1. Please outline any obstacles to ease of movement e.g. narrow 
pavements, uneven paving, shop displays/café tables on pavements, 
lack of dropped crossings, or other issues you would like to note 

2. Are there any particular locations in the city centre/Grafton Centre where 
the above issues are prominent?  

3. Please suggest any improvements to the city centre or Grafton Centre 

12. ADHD Research – Participants needed 

Circulated on behalf of Poppy Ellis Logan: 

I am doing a research project which is focussing on long-term equality for 
people with ADD/ADHD. I’m keen to interview people who are still affected by 
the condition (like myself) as well as people who feel that they’ve ‘grown out’ of 
it or are no longer strongly affected by it (like my brother). I’d be delighted to 
chat to anyone who thinks that they have had any experience of ADHD in any 
shape or form, whether it be present experience, recent, or in distant memory. 
If you are interested in participating, or are interested in the topic and just want 
to chat to me about my project, please do get in touch with me! You can 
contact me by email at pe252@cam.ac.uk and if you’d prefer to chat over the 
phone, in person or on Facebook I’m happy to sort that out too! 

I’m in my third year now and I don’t really know anyone here who has ADHD - 
even if you don’t want anything to do with my project it would still be lovely to 
meet people who may have had or may be having similar experiences to my 
own.  

Please get in touch! 

 

 

 

mailto:andy.thompson@beaconplanning.co.uk
mailto:pe252@cam.ac.uk


 

 

13. Applying for Disabled Students’ Allowance 

If any UK students are in the process of applying for the Disabled Students 
Allowances (DSAs) and would like help completing the form please email 
James Keenoy, Specific Learning Difficulties Administrator at the DRC, at 
jak60@admin.cam.ac.uk.  

 

mailto:jak60@admin.cam.ac.uk

